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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 - 1 6, 1 9 - 22, 32 - 36, 38 - 41 , and 48 - 69 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by Sato et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,249,324) 
(Transmission Processing Apparatus, Television Conference System, Transmission 
Processing Method and IVIemory l\/ledium). 

2. 1 Regarding claim 1 , Sato discloses an apparatus for dynamically controlling the 
delivery of data over a network, the apparatus comprising: 

a network interface circuit with at least one communication port adapted to be 
coupled to a network (Fig. 1 ; Abstract); 

an encoder, communicatively coupled to the network interface circuit, the 
encoder adapted to receive data from a source and to encode the data with a selectable 
level of compression (Fig. 1, item 18; col. 3, lines 45 - 50); 
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wherein the network interface circuit includes a control mechanism that provides 
a signal to select the level of compression for the encoder based on at least one 
parameter (Fig. 1 , items 26, 1 8; col. 3, lines 45 - 63); 

wherein the network interface circuit is coupled to a plurality of communication 
sources (Fig. 1 ; Abstract; col. 3, lines 35 - 42). 

2.2 Per claims 2-5, Sato teaches the particulars involving the encoder adapted to 
receive data from at least one of a video source, and an audio source (Fig. 1 ; col. 4, 
lines 1 - 8); the network interface circuit is adapted to receive at least one of high-speed 
data and telephony data (Fig. 1 ); an encoder that is adapted to receive input from a 
plurality of data sources (Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 35 - 42); the network interface circuit 
comprises an inverse multiplexer with a plurality of network ports, each network port 
adapted to be coupled to a selected communication link of the network (Fig. 1, item 12). 

2.3 Regarding claim 6, Sato discloses that each port is adapted to be coupled to at 
least one of a T1 and an El communication link (col. 6, lines 50 - 59). 

2.4 Per claim 7, Sato teaches a bus, communicatively coupling the network interface 
circuit and the encoder, the bus being adapted to carry commands from the control 
mechanism of the network interface circuit to the encoder (Fig. 1 , items 26, 18). 
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2.5 Regarding claim 8, Sato discloses that the control mechanism generates signals 
to control the rate of the encoder based on at least one of available bandwidth, buffer 
levels, network congestion, cell loss and signals over an end-to-end channel of the 
network (Fig. 1, items 26, 18; col. 3, lines 44-63). 

2.6 Per claims 9-12, Sato teaches that the control mechanism adjusts data rates 
for a plurality of sources (Fig. 1 , items 26, 24, 18; Abstract); adjusts the data rate of the 
encoder to control the level of compression (Fig. 1 , items 24, 18; Abstract); and adjusts 
other parameters of the encoder (Fig. 5, item S33). 

2.7 Regarding claims 1 3 - 1 6, 1 9 - 22, 32 - 36, 38 - 41 , and 48 - 69, the rejection of 
claims 1-12 (paragraphs 2.1 - 2.6 above) applies fully. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 29, 31 , and 43 - 46 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
bv Chaddha et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,621,660) (Software-Based Encoder for a Software- 
Implemented End-to-End Scalable Video Delivery System). 
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4. 1 Regarding claim 29, Chaddha discloses a method for controlling delivery of video 
over an ATM network, the method comprising: 

monitoring a plurality of connections to the ATM network used to transmit video 
data from at least one source (col. 1 , line 1 7 "a library of video sources"; col. 2, lines 1 0 
- 1 1 "scalable compression would be beneficial, especially for browsing in multimedia 
video sources"); 

when synchronizing the plurality of connections to the ATM network: 

calculating an available bandwidth for delivering the video data (col. 12, 

line 66 - col. 13, line 10 "the present invention uses a video data rate ... depending on 

the ... network bandwidth available."); and 

establishing a data rate for a video encoder used to deliver the video data 

based on the available bandwidth (col. 12, line 66 - col. 13, line 10). 

4.2 Per claim 31 , Chaddha teaches calculating the available bandwidth comprises: 
determining physical bandwidth (col. 12, line 66 - col. 13, line 10); and 
adjusting bandwidth for sources not processed by the video encoder (col. 12, line 

66 -col. 13, line 10). 

4.3 Regarding claims 43 - 46, the rejection of claims 29 and 31 (paragraphs 4.1 and 
4.2) applies fully. 

in addition, Chaddha discloses 



Application/Control Number: 09/598,642 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2141 

monitoring a non-congestion or non-cell loss based condition (delayed packets) 
(col. 11, lines 3 -8); 

when the non-congestion or non-cell loss based condition exceeds a threshold, 
adjusting the level of encoding to respond to the changed condition (col. 1 1 , lines 3 - 8). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 1 6, 1 9 - 22, 29, 31 - 36, 38 - 
41 _ 43 _ 46, and 48 - 69 have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 24 - 28 are allowed. 

7. Claim 17, 23, 30, 37, and 42 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

claim 24 discloses when at least one of the plurality of communication lines 
becomes unusable, modifying the encoding level to encode with a second, different 
rate. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenneth R Coulter whose telephone number is 571 272- 
3879. The examiner can normally be reached on 5 4 9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571 272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



KEMNETHR. COULTER 




krc 



